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Coming up  
in Dec-Jan:  

Dec 4   Christmas                    
  Concert 
Dec 7   School closes 
Dec 11 Carols by    
  Candlelight 
Dec 19 Respite closes 
Jan 8 Phota 
Jan 12 Respite starts 
Jan 25 School Enrol 
 ments 
Feb 1   School starts 
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Call the Community Relations Officer on  
5557 0201 to make an appointment 
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On the 8th November 2011, our grandmother, Mrs Giannoula 
Apostolopoulou was honoured at a 100th birthday celebration, held 
by family and friends at the Golden Age Nursing Home, Southport, 
where she has lived since 2008.  
 
Among those attending were her children Angela and Jim; her 
grandchildren Elizabeth, Joanne, Manuel and Angela as well as 
her great grandchildren Angelica, Steven, James and Leonidis. 
Giannoula was also visited by friends, Father Roman Stergiou, 
members of the Ladies Auxiliary of St Anna’s Greek Orthodox 
Church as well as nursing home staff and residents. Father      
Roman Stergiou was there to speak on behalf of the family and to 
convey Giannoula's heartfelt appreciation to those who attended 
as well as many thanks to the staff and carers at the nursing 
home. 
 
Congratulations on reaching her 100th birthday came from Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, Governor General of Australia Quentin 
Bryce, the Prime Minister Julia Gillard and her local member of 
parliament.  
 
The centenarian was born in rural Ambelokipi (Aigialeia), Greece 
and is the mother of 2 children; grandmother of 4 and great-
grandmother of 4. She has survived the deaths of her parents as 
well as both husbands.   
 
Giannoula arrived in Australia in 1965 and settled in the country 
town of Forbes in New South Wales before moving to Sydney and 
subsequently the Gold Coast in 2001. During this time she helped 
raise her grand children, teaching them to speak Greek and      
instilling in them their Greek cultural and spiritual traditions. 
 
Right up to the  grand old age of 96, Giannoula  lived life  with      
a spring in her step: dancing at weddings and christenings,      
performing day-to-day household tasks and most of all enjoying 
her travels within Australia and back to her homeland. She has 
been given her Last Rites on 3 separate occasions but continues 
to surprise us all with her fighting spirit to live. 
 
Happy 100th birthday Mum, Grandma and Great Grandma! 
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‘OXI’ Celebration  
It was with a great sense of National pride that on Saturday 
29 October; we again commemorated the anniversary of 
‘OXI’ 28th October 1940.  Our community hall once more 
facilitated this wonderful night of celebration and remem-
brance. Father Romanos was in attendance and Mrs Helen 
Raptis represented her husband, Mr Jim Raptis, the Honor-
ary Consul General of Greece in Queensland. Also attend-
ing were representatives of AHEPA, the president and 
members of the committee of our community, the ladies of 
the auxiliary as well as many parents and friends and most 
of the children of the school. It was a great turnout for an 
eventful night.  
 

Our school children not only attended the event with enthu-
siasm and pride but they demonstrated impeccable behav-
iour throughout the night. They presented an entertaining 
cultural program which by all accounts was received with 
great success. We congratulate all the children for their 
hard work; we are very proud of their conscientious efforts. 
Furthermore, we extend our thanks to the dedicated hard-
working teachers and all the parents who provide constant 
support for the students. 
 

AHEPA competition awards were presented at the end of 
the evening to the following students who excelled in the 
writing task.    
 

Seniors:    1st  Eleni Penelope Tsolakidou (Year 6), 2nd 
Crystal Paris (Year 6), 3rd Demi Tamaresis (Year 1 Secon-
dary Level) 
Juniors:  1st  Dominic Lithcoe (Year 4), 2nd Dimitra Politakis 
(Year 4), 3rd Stephanie Sackley (Year 4) 
Prep – Year 2: 1st  Odyssia Prokopis (Year 1),  2nd  Sophia 
Dakin (Year 1), 3rd  Eliana Katsaneva (Yaer 1) 
AHEPA representatives made a substantial donation to our 
school which will be put towards the pedagogical needs of 
the students. 
We extend our sincere thanks to all those, who by their 
attendance honoured the memory of ‘OXI’. A special thank 
you to the ladies of the auxiliary who prepared a wonderful 
meal and to Mr and Mrs Nides who worked tirelessly to 
prepare for all aspects of the evening. 
 
THANKS  
As we approach the end of the school year , we think it  
fitting to take this opportunity to extend our gratitude and 
appreciation to the wonderful people who have helped our 
school throughout the year. There are many extraordinary 
people whose support is invaluable to our school commu-
nity. We must mention our community committee members 
who provide constant support to our school, and who are 
always willing to satisfy the numerous needs that the 
school encounters. We also have to acknowledge Father 
Romanos, who generously offers us all spiritual guidance 
and the Ladies Auxiliary whose charitable assistance we 
could not do without. We cannot disregard the constant 
support provided by all parents, grandparents and friends 
who unfailingly transport the children to school every 
Wednesday afternoon and who assist when they are asked 
to. Our dedicated teachers are extremely grateful for this 
support which is kindly given by parents, grandparents and 
friends of our school.           
 
School Concert!  
Our end of year  Christmas concert will take place on 4 
December 2011 in our community hall immediately after 
the Sunday Liturgy. 

The last day of school will be on Wednesday 7 December, 
2011. 
 

School in 2012  
Enrolments will take place on Wednesday 25 January 2012 
and classes will begin on Wednesday 1 February 2012. 
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Michael Christoforou        Marlie Costan                                               
                Principal                   Deputy Principal 
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St Anna Kids & Teens (Junior Youth Group) staged its first 
Greek Junior MasterChef on Sunday 16 October 2011.  
This event attracted just over 100 members of the commu-
nity with 44 Kids and Teens ‘donning’ aprons and hats, to 
cook up a storm on the dance floor of our community hall.   
 
With the grateful assistance of parents and grandparents, 
the Teens (9-13yrs) filled the hall with delicious aromas of 
freshly baked Anthithero, Baklava, Pastitsio, Flaounes and 
Koliva.  Our Kids’ teams (5-8yrs) mastered the art of rolling 
Koulourakia, finishing off Kouriambethes, Melomokarona 
and making Koliva and Tiropita triangles. 
 
Congratulations go to the winners of our Teen challenge!  
In first place were Panayoti and Kristopher Smart, followed 
by Jenny Tsolakidis and Crystal Paris in second place and 
Isabel Voukelatos and Cristina Vinaccia in third place.   
 
In the midst of this cooking frenzy the children also had the 
opportunity to participate in presentations by Father       
Romanos.  Father presented on the significance of food 
within the Orthodox faith and the concept of ‘spiritual food’.  
The children were also introduced to our celebrity chef, St    
Euphrosynus, the Cook! 
 
A big, well deserved THANK YOU must go to the organis-
ing team of wonderful Mums and Dads, to all those parents 
and grandparents who assisted on the day, and to those 
members of the Ladies’ Auxiliary who judged the Teen 
Challenge. 
 
St Anna Kids and Teens would also like to thank Cominos 
Olive Groves, Ocean Grill, Pizza Stop and the Ladies’    
Auxiliary for prizes donated toward the Teen Challenge and 
Raffle held on the day.  While proceeds from the day were 
put toward the costs to stage this activity, the event did also 
manage to make a small contribution of $377 our St Anna. 
 
Sally Cominos Dakin �
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I am pleased to advise that we have had another good 
year.  For this I have to congratulate all our committee 
(Con, Sophia, Nitsa, Anna and Sophia) for their hard 
work and the way they work together to achieve our 
goals.   
 
I would also like to thank all the other people who    
assist on a regular basis, the Philoctophos for their 
support and Sharon for assisting us will all the office 
work. 
 
I would also like to thank all of our members as without 
them we wouldn’t have a Senior Citizens group. 
 
At this time of year we also remember our past Senior 
Citizens who are no longer with us . 
 
We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy & 
Healthy New Year and look forward to seeing every-
one next year. 
 
Vaso Kyriakou 
President 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR 
EMAIL ADDRESS?   

PLEASE LET US KNOW AT  
admin@gocstanna.org    
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